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tories of the Bear
People

The second part of a series of
Anarchist Myvths



MANIFESTO OF THE SLEEPING BEAR

A day will come when I can stand
Upright and with my people
A day will come with no more gray

The people will be free

Until then I'll sleep
Until then I'll dream
Until then I'll remember
Possibility

Today I have learned how to wait
and to know myself
Today I have begun to free
myself from all their lies

Tomorrow I will sleep
[ will not be surprised
Tomorrow I can wake

when power will be gone
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INTRODUCTION

This is the second part of an anarchist mythology that started with the
Stories of the Raccoon People. Myth is one of the few places where we get
to decide the endings of our stories instead of being disappointed by the
reality of fragile people and dangerous times. As in our anarchist dreams
this doesn’t mean that the endings are only going to be fades-to-music and
happily-ever-after’s but the endings will be on our scale, a human scale.

The Stories of the Bear People are about many of my friends. They are
stories about anarchists whose lives have intersected my own. These stories
are, by and large, not mine. They are stories I am telling about people that
care for and for the tortured path that leads us towards anarchy. We do not
honor the path, or the people, a fraction as much as we should. The Rear
People 1aay not wish it any other way but I am not a Bear.

Honoring the Bear People is the way I can come to terms with the voices
inside my head that want to fight pyrrhic battles, want to shout down those
who tell me what to do (especially when it’s for my own good) and want

to stop being polite. The Bear People will not tell their own story and will
likely disown this telling but I share them with you. It can be easy to forget
that the Bear People are with us against the gray but we cannot abandon
them to their own peculiarities.

To a time when all the people recognize the value in each other!

-Aragorn!



BEAR ORIGINS
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Like most stories, the story of the bear people starts with a story about

people—a special group of people. During a time of great turmoil when
many believed (when it was possible to believe) that the gray could

be fought back and that the world could be free of them. During this
great time there was a group that was very clear. They were clear about
the organization of the gray. They were aware that people had confused
themselves and their desires with those of the gray. In a time of such
confusion the likelihood of a new world was slim indeed, or so they said.

They were right, of course. The people were hypnotized by the gray. People
seemed to prefer the trappings of dreams rather than the dreams themselves.
Dead-time-boxes, firewater, and a third of one’s life taken away from one’s
friends and loves in the service of the gray.

When this time of turmoil ended and the Great Hypnotism began, this
group of clear people exploded. Mostly this happened for the same old
reasons that every group ends, petty jealousy and personal failings, but when
something as clear, as crystalline, as this group explodes, it sends out shards
with great velocity. These shards are what created the bear people.

On occasion, if you catch a bear in the right mood, they will tell you about
the time when they found a shard, met someone who held onto one, or
how they hope to fuse shards back together to create something new that is
totally clear. If you catch one in the right light, you admit hear an admission
that Bears are true Romantics, in love with something that is in the past, in
their imagination, that could possibly, just maybe, be re-created.
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But the gray covers that land and the Great Hypnotism fills the minds
of most everyone. Bears try, in their way, to pierce this. They shout and
implore us to see the illusion for what it is—this is their great charm.

“If only they could see what I see” is the lament of the Bear People but
doesn't inspire the people to action but to leaving the Bear People alone. For
the Bears this becomes the precursor to hibernation, to escaping the world
of well-intentioned incompetents.

And the remnants of the people who were clear? Some of them are still
grubbing around. They have a haunted look in their eyes as if they have scen
something so beautiful that focusing on this world takes too much effort.
They tend to live in either the distant past or in the past of their memories.
These ancients still have things to share but have largely lost the vocabulary
to talk to those who have come since the Great Hypnotism. Their time is
passing and, increasingly, they are falling silent and passing beyond.

EVERY BEAR PERSON
WAS ONCE A CUB
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Few Bear Cubs survive to join the Bear People. Bears are such solitary
creatures that when one of the people makes an effort to become a Bear
Person they get no guidance. There is nothing to join. There are no rules.
No Bear prevents them from making mistakes or wasting their time in
unfruitful directions. Cubs must find their own way.



It's just as well, as the Bear People are not for everyone. They may be
admirable because of their ferocity and discipline but the solitary life is self-
selecting. The people tend to be social and to desire shared goals. The Bear
People often have only one or two people with whom they spend any time
with at all.

Cubs are brilliant to behold. Often times they are have nothing to learn
from their elders and present nothing but fang when challenged. Other
times they are fine Bear-like specimens properly outfitted in Bear Suits
much too large for them but worn with such dignity and respect that it is
impossible to deny them their goals.

Bear Cubs become Bear People when they realize that the great ideas of

the Bear People are impossible. When they see that the project of defeating
the gray will destroy them, will lose them far more than it gives, and isnt
shared by any of their friends. When this impossibility is suffered for and
still embraced is when a Bear Cub becomes one of the Bear People, but they
must never speak of it. Loss is where the Bear People begin and it remains
the empty space at their core.

THE STORY OF A MISCAST SPELL
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In the lore of the Bear People there is the idea of a magical moment. This
moment is a switch where frowns will turn to smiles, honey will flow, and
the might of the gray will fade away completely. This switch has happened
before but only for a blink of an eye. And since most people were asleep
they didn't notice. It was only for a moment, and then it was gone.

"punoj ays 1EYM jo sn Juipurwas 193§

N0 J2pUN [[13s ST 399§ 12y Jo WAy ay1 nq ‘Suryiou sn pasiword sey [110)
uo0oory Aq 194 soquidwas 01 sodeys pue Ly oy uodn sjren Suiaes] aoed
01 22¢[d woiy Surpunoq pue 1noqe utuuids [115) UOOIIEY SI [ SN 2A0qQY

"9ouEp
01 JoquIawal 01 ‘wolj 3re A3y1 319ym 03 UIN3a1 01 AemE Y[em 01 Leid a3 10§
Bunrem odoad uoodoey a1 a1 1ydIs Jo 1o uNjo ‘mojq Junsedj Inq yser

PUE SP20M II9Y1 YIIm 308 [-20UB(J-3unsay 19400 01 seadde pue Leid oy
awenaq 2[doad asayy ‘s3urys paumo £oy1 1Y) PaadI[aq £3Y], *9q PInom 3ed
pue Aed ©duep 01 own 1y3ir 93 USYM INOGE SUOISIIP dpEW LAY Burrow
jo Aol oy1 pue 3uos I1m PaPUNOSII B[ J-IOUE(]-SUTISIY I USYM dWI )
1moqe 103105 Auew prp 11 uaym pue ‘Gupuep dois 01 swod PIp dwn Yl Ing

‘193129301 28] [-20uB(J-Sunsay

o Suidp woiy [115) uooddey 1d] oYM SU00IDTY JAYI0 JYI SEM 1T Ing
"2A0W 2dUEp € 193105 19A9U put JYFiy A pjnom £5y3 se sI9DUEP [NjIOpUOM
SPEW UOWIES Y], 'SUIIOU0D 19410 PEY £33 SE JUSWOW € 10§ A[U0 UIY}

pue pajod pue pappoid j1 soouep A[uo 1e3q dY] *($seI 19ABIQ 03 FUTUINIDI
pue 3uiddois 21052q) [[om woya Jutop pue saaow mdj B L[uo Furures]
I90UEp [yHNp e s1 19Aedq Y[, ‘sure[dwod 199U puE spunos A[aa0] soonpoid
nq saulsed MO[s B ST 91101 Y[ "SWI PUE YIEIIq 1Y WIYI M IBYS O3
popaaooid pue siouired uduep Lurw punoj [115) U00IDEY IOy punory

'(_{SELU urode Q)fE’LU PUE ‘wreas3s

T ul 133__} .IDL[ IOOf) ‘s3213 qUJI[') 0] MOI_{ p:}UJEQ[ PUB QDEIJ—DDUEG—gU!JSDH B}
POLUEU DL[S ouwil e JO_.; QLUOL[ P()”Ef) Z)l.{S “3} pEOq Jall OJDL{/X\ “'B:] PUE quLUIlJS
(03] IJID U000ty PQSHBC) juauwsAour mau Qq] )U!Od 2uo 1y 'pJESq Z)L{S ]EI_{M

Ul MoU SEM ]th\ JDDHSJ 0l sAem mou ur saowr PIHOM PUE SPUHOS I)Sé)ql JO}
PD[{.‘)JEDS [JID U00IDEY ‘PQDUEP Sl{S sY 'QZ!IB!JDJEUI (02} UEBSq SLUL[JA([{J PUB
‘SO!PO[D[U ‘SOOLPD St XDldLUOf) 210w SLUBDZ)q SPUI]OS 3[{_L 'O} UD]S![ 0] PUE
JO_HO anunoq 0l SglJ!Lll 210w alaom SJE)LLL 'paﬁuuqn DI‘)UEP Ql{] QW J9A ()

"2A0QY/-UTE[]-1EIC)
a1 pue dwey dy3 Isurede 199j Jo 1edq Y1 Uo sem 1y3noyl A[uo 191 Ly oy
SSOIDE 21 SEM IEIIQ IO "SYEO PUE s1EIQ ‘s323se(q Jo sadeys ay1 ojuy 21y
a1 ysnd ppnom sdeay 1o 1no 3uer 1o1ydne| eyl yons sem yiep pue 1ydi



7803 s1y 01 1xou pased 1seq-prey e aprsur a1am A3y], Speq ayp ur dn papid
A|[enaoe 21om parisap 3y s3uryl 194 341 JEYI JOA0ISIP 01 PIZEWE SEM JUNIIO]
aoe[d-a1eys-12A9U 211 JO IPISYOEQ Y1 punore 3urod U IAYIOUE WOl WY
1B DWO0D ISNUW NOA UONDAIIP dUO Ul 398) £33 J1 [[E 191J& ISNEIIY “OE] Y3

U1 3{B2US P[NOM Y PIPIDIP Y ‘9OUEIIUD Y3 18 pade[d (21 pue sidsew 510U
yam Guorpe) prend e pey Aesd oyr ey 10ey oY1 Junuswre] jo peassu] A[2q siy
ur ured e qam aoed-areys-10a9u € £q Jurssed sem sunirog uoodoey Aep su(y

“ygnoxy Surssed suoodory

105 prey Apemonased aq pmoo sy “Jurreys 01 ss1aae Ajrenonied powass pue
2ABY2( 01 MOY INOqE I[N Jo spupy & pey Ae1d ayJ, ‘Bunreys 3e 3dwone 10
a1se1 3sopdws ay1 191jE paseyd aq pinom £oy1 a1aym 2oe|d-a1eys-1949U € UL o
P[NOA STYI SAWTIWOS “PFOM 241 Ul sFUIY1 3[qIPS PuE ‘[nyasn ‘Lurys 10§ 10
245 ue yum ‘pey ojdoad uooddey 1eY1 JUITEI B sAem[E sEM $100(q0 Fuipuly

ifem 19139q © 9q

01 pey 219y[, ‘M01s3q p[nom Ao s1313 1adeswr Y1 10§ paidexa Aead o1 Jeym
SEM 100(] [EUOISEDDO UE PUE TEIJ “nd $SUP[0D ‘U10DG 103 Aaql 1eym el
pue sde1ds 10y Ae13 19y310 359 p[NoMm SIY3 JIMPUD 01 PIsNIIIT OYM SIUO Y],

‘Ae13 001 SEM JOAE} Y1 9SNEDIQ POOJ JIDY)

e uaAd 3upnom a[doad ay1 jo Auepy Ananoe snodduep A|snoraqo ue Lesd
o1 yam Juneposse spew ured Jo A11UI215 UE PUE ‘UOISNXI DIy JO SILY],
12 01 19p1o ur Ae13 ay1 jo suowIds pue sI9pI0 Ay unpud 03 pey ddoad
U00DDEY 1EY] 15910]-paam-£erd a1 y3noiya uissed udym Swip B sem 219y,

ALN31d-40-13ASvd
3HL ONIANI4 40 AdO1S AL

Now the Bear People try to chant and stomp and find ingredients for
another magic time. They find one in a conversation with a stranger,
another in a clever drawing, and yet another in a meeting where songs are
sung about magic. These are the only songs that Bears will sing. Songs to
make magic time!

Recently a group of Bear People put aside their ambivalence towards each
other, and sat down with other people to discuss a traditional incantation of
the magical moment. This involved a great deal of timing, bringing together
hundreds of people and shaking the gray out of thousands more. Most
magic, like love & turmoil, involves dispelling the hypnotism of the gray for
a brief period of time. This isn’t as difficult to achieve as you might suspect.
Many who live deep within the gray notice moments of brightness, but the
moments are fleeting and unpredictable. To dispel the gray at a specific time
is a far more difficult task.

As is the wont of the Bear People, they couldn’t agree with Beavers or with
each other about how to proceed. They went in different directions and
yelled at each other about timing and method. For many of the people this
yelling seemed far more frantic than the energy put into the moment itself.
And when the moment passed with some thunder but little lightning the
Bear People pointed at each other and the people became wary of doing
magic with Bears.

YOU ARE WASTING YOUR TIME/

3




Witty Bear was a Bear’s Bear. For a people notoriously solitary and self-
composed, Witty was famously alone. He was a true believer in the message
that the people were but a whisper away from a shout that would knock
aside the gray. As many people wanted to join this chorus and Witty had
poetic and exciting tales of what was possible, many people listened to him
respectfully. But Witty did not consider himself one of the people. Instead
he believed that the people were out there. The people were among the gray
and did not exist until they screamed out against themselves—and any
relationship before this time was a lie.

Again and again he would show his fangs and declare “the people are
irrelevant to the real people.” In his own mind he saw these condemnations
as resoundingly clear. So clear that those listening would stop what they
were doing, what they chose to do, and start shouting with him. Instead the
people just saw him as another Bear Person telling them what to do.

The Bear People have this problem in general. They believe that they know
what is right and how to defeat the gray. They believe with such conviction
that they end up telling everyone else (especially other Bears) that they are
wrong, stupid, and part of the gray. There are two results to this. One is
that Bears are solitary. Two is that many of the people who listen, and try
to emulate the Bear People, are chased in to the gray, because Bears lead
them to believe that there are only the Bear People and the gray. As very few
people are actually interested in being alone, they allow the gray to swallow
them instead of finding others.

For Witty Bear this was a vindication. Since the only people who stop the
Great Hypnotism were in the gray the more people that he chased back to
the gray, the better our chances were of stopping the hypnotism. For Witty
the fight against the gray began by becoming part of the gray.
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THE BEAR WHO STARED
INTO THE GRAY

Tormented as a child, Irascible Bear was scarred by the time he realized he
was one of the Bear People. His scars didn’t temper his desire for another
way to be, for a future where other children would not be beaten and
harassed by family and friends, but they interfered with his ability to find

a place like this in his own life. Instead Irascible Bear’s life was a constant
battle. He battled with friends. He battled with lovers. He barttled with
anyone who disagreed with him and only took the battles seriously when
they were taken seriously by those he battled with. He played rough because
the scars made it hard for him to feel.

The numbness reinforced his inclination towards solitude.

One day Irascible Bear was playing with a new friend. His friend and he
disagreed about many things (just about everything, in fact) and it was
turning into a fine beginning. But his new friend didn’t play the same way
and chased Irascible Bear away with fang and claw. This new friend even
called down the gray onto Irascible Bear who scurried away and spent an
evening hiding in a park.

This would not do! “What is done to me I will do a thousand times back”
says Irascible Bear and with broken claw and chipped tooth he saw that his
only, lonely, recourse was to summon the gray. Naturally the gray did not
follow Irascible Bear’s desires. Irascible Bear stared into the gray against one
of the people and continues to be touched by this.
























