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AnarchistMyths



Ohcomedancewithme,Raccoons
We'vefeetandthetimetoshare

Wearethepeoplewhohavechosenlife

Morethantheywouldknow

Ohcomerunwithme,Raccoons
theycan'tunderstand

graynessandthedeathofroutine

fromwhichwerunaway

Ohcomesingwithme,Raccoons

We'vebeenquietforfartoolong

wemustsingthestories

ofourpassionsanddesires

Ohcomesearchwithme,Raccoons

foodandrestaren'teasytofind

Let'sfindtheworldbeneath

wherewewouldratherbe

(Wedance)becausewearealive.

Wearenotofshadoworgray

butofbone,furandhighspirits.

Tolife!
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INTRODUCTION

Thisisthebeginningofananarchistmythology.Weliveinaworldhaunted

byotherpeople'sgodsandstories.Storiesofleadersandsubjects,victories

anddefeats,jealousyandmalice,mayframethisworldbuttheydonot

frameus.

Mythologyisanimportantpartofculture.Itisthewaythattruestoriescan

betoldwithoutgettingdistractedbythefactthatnothingiseverassimple

astruth,Iwouldarguethatanarchistmythologieshavesufferedbybeing

confusedwithanarchisthistory.

Herearethefirstofseveral(atleastthree)setsofstoriesaboutanarchistswe

know,Atleasthalfofthesestoriesareaboutrealeventsthat1havefirstor

secondhandknowledgeofTherestareabouttheRaccoonpeoplegenerally.

WhileIamsharingthesestoriestheyarenotmine.Mydeepestgoalwith

thesestoriesinparticulararethattheypassintothehandsoftheRaccoon
peoplethemselvesandaresharedthroughsongandtransformthroughthe

memoryofthepeopleintothetruths1canonlypeekat.

Ionlyasktobeinvitedtodancealong.

-Aragorn!



WHOARETHERACCOONPEOP~E?

Muchlikeus,theRaccoonpeopleneedfood,shelterandeachother.You

haveprobablyseenthemaround:inthecornerofyoureye,racingtoor
fromoneshadowtothenext,orinsomeindustrialsettingscavenging

meta!orfood.Whenyoureyerestsononeofthepeopleyouwillnotice

afewthings.TheRaccoonpeoplehaveafashionthatisbothsensibleand

Bamboyant,layersofcloththatwearwell,canbecoveredupforblendingin
andthatscreamatthelinesandcutofnormalfashion.TheRaccoonpeople

donotlikestraightlines,sharpcorners,orcoldBoors.Thisdoesnotmean

thattheydonotsufferthesethings;theyjustdon'tsufferinsilence.

TheRaccoonpeoplelivebysimplerules:livelifetoitsfullest,noconcession

toaworldofmisery,andruntofightanotherday.

IfirstmetoneoftheRaccoonpeoplewhenIwasonlyachild.Hewas

visitingmyparents,dressedinthefashionofthetime,andhetreated

himselftoourfoodandourcompany.Ihadnevermetahappierperson.I
alternatedbetweenbouncingonhisknee,wrestlingwithhimoverthelast

pieceofbread,andracingaroundthejungleofourbackyardwithhim,an

adultunlikeanyIhadevermetbefore,orsince.

Heleftbehindalittlebuckskinfigurinetorememberhimby."Rubthis

betweenyourpalmsandsaymyname.IwillnotpromisethatIwillcome

backtoyouburIpromisethatmymemorywill,andoftentimesthatwill

beenough."
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Whenheleftourhousemyparentsstoppedspeakingtoeachother.
Somethingabouthisvisitremindedthemthattheywerenotworkingout
thewaythattheyexpectedandeachofthembegantolookforsomething
else.Otherpeoplepassedthrough,glasswasbroken,voiceswereraisednot
insongandeventuallyfeetwalkedindifferentdirections,.

Laterinlife1foundmoreRaccoonpeople.Theyusuallydidnothavetime
formebecauseIwaslookingandtheyhadalreadyfound.Theywerea
merrypeople,runningingroups,speakingincode,dressinglikeexplosions
andcarousels,Bottlesinhand,holesinshoes,scabsonjoints;thesewerea

peopleworthknowing~..

WhcJat.:theRaccoonpeople?Afewmaypassthroughyourlifeoryoumay
seethematthepark.TheRaccoonpeopleliveadreamthatwefindonthe
tipsofourtongues.Theyarepeoplewhomakethechoicenottobeina

worldofploddinganddrudgery,

MOWRACCOONGIRL..fOUNDTH£
WORL..D

.......-..

BeforethistimetheGreat-Plain-Abovewasdark.Theonlylightwasfrom
theunknowablefire.Elsewheretherewasonlydarknessandallwascalm.
ButtherewasRaccoonGirl,theonewhowoulddancealone,thesmiling

shadow,thefirstonetothecelebrationandthelastonetoleave.

RaccoonGirlhoppedfromthefiretoGreat-Plain-Above.Sheneverburnt,

sheneverstopped.Shedidnottire.Herdelightattheleapsandshiftingof



lightanddarkwassuchthatlaughterrangout.Herleapswouldpushthe

fireintotheshapesofbaskets,bearsandoaks.Herbreathwasfireacross

thesky.HeronlythoughtwasonthebeatoffeetagainsttheHarneandthe

Great-Plain-Above,

Overtimethedancechanged.Thereweremorethingstobounceoffof

andtolistento,Thesoundsbecamemorecomplexasechoes,melodies,

andrhythmsbegantomaterialize.Asshedanced,RaccoonGirlsearched

forthesesoundsandwouldmoveinnewwaystoreflectwhatwasnewin

whatsheheard.AtonepointthenewmovementcausedRaccoonGirlto

stumbleandfall.Whereherheadfellshecalledhorneforatime,Shenamed

itResting-Dance-Placeandlearnedhowtoclimbtrees,coolherfeetina

stream,andmakeacornmash,

AroundherRaccoonGirlfoundmanydancingpartnersandproceeded

tosharewiththemherbreathandtime.Theturtleisaslowpartnerbut

produceslovelysoundsandnevercomplains.Thebeaverisadutifuldancer

learningonlyafewmovesanddoingthemwell(beforestoppingand

returningtobeavertasks).Thebearonlydancesifproddedandpokedand

thenonlyforamomentastheyhadotherconcerns.Thesalmonmade

wonderfuldancersastheywouldHyhigherandneverforgetadancemove.

ButitwastheotherRaccoonswhokeptRaccoonGirlfromRyingoff

Resting-Dance-Placealtogether.

Butthetimedidcornetostopdancing,andwhenitdidmanyforgotabout

thetimewhentheResting-Dance-Placeresoundedwithsongandthejoyof

moving.Theymadedecisionsaboutwhentherighttimetodance,playand

eatwouldbe,Theybelievedthattheyownedthings.Thesepeoplebecame

thegrayandappeartocoverResting-Dance-Placewiththeirweedsand

trashbutfeastingbelow,oftenoutofsight,aretheRaccoonpeoplewaiting

forthegraytowalkaway,toreturntowheretheyarefrom,torememberto

dance.

AboveusallisRaccoonGirlspinningaboutandboundingfromplaceto

placeleavingtrailsupontheskyandshapestorememberherby.Raccoon

Girlhaspromisedusnothing,buttherhythmofherfeetisstillunderour

feetremindingusofwhatshefound,
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Therewasatime,whenpassingthroughthegray-weed-forest,thatRaccoon

peoplehadtoenduretheordersandsermonsofthegrayinordertoeat.

Threatsofnrc,exclusion,andaneternityofpainmadeassociatingwiththe

grayanobviouslydangerousactivity.Manyofthepeoplewouldn'teventake

theirfoodbecausetheflavorwastoogray.

Theoneswhorefusedtoendurethiswouldbegothergrayforscrapsand

takewhattheygot.Scorn,coldness,pity,fear,andanoccasionalbootwas

whatthegrayexactedforthemeagergiftstheywouldbestow.Therehadto

beabetterway!

FindingobjectswasalwaysatalentthatRaccoonpeoplehad,withaneye

outforshiny,useful,andediblethingsintheworld.Sometimesthiswould

beinanever-share-placewheretheywouldbechasedafterthesimplesttaste

orattemptatsharing.Thegrayhadallkindsofrulesabouthowtobehave

andseemedparticularlyaversetosharing.Thiscouldbeparticularlyhardfor

Raccoonspassingthrough.

OnedayRaccoonFortunewaspassingbyanever-share-placewithapainin

hisbelly.Insteadoflamentingthefactthatthegrayhadaguard(alongwith

noisemakersandnre)placedattheentrance,hedecidedhewouldsneakin

theback.Becauseafterall,iftheyfaceinonedirectionyoumustcomeat

themfromanother.Ingoingaroundthebacksideofthenever-share-place

Fortunewasamazedtodiscoverthattheverythingshedesiredwereactually

piledupintheback.Theywereinsideahard-basketplacednexttohisgoal.



Winy Bear was a Bear 's Bear, For a peopl e noto riou sly solitary and self­
composed , W itty was famo usly alone. He was a tr ue believer in the message
that the people were but a whis per away from a shout that wo uld knock

aside the gray. As man y people wanted to join th is chorus and Wi ny had
poetic and exciti ng tales of what was possible, many peopl e listened to him
respec tfully. But W itty did not co nsider himself one of th e peopl e. Instead
he believed that the people were out there. Th e peopl e were amo ng th e gray
and did not exist until they screamed out against th em selves- and :lny
relationship before thi s t ime was a lie.

Again and again he would show his fangs and declare "the peo ple are
irrelevant to the real people." In his own mind he saw these condemnations
as resoundingly clear. So clear that those listening would sto p what they
were doing, wha t th ey chose to do, and start shouting with him . Instead the
peo ple just S:lW h im as another Bear Person telling the m what to do.

The Bear Peopl e have this probl em in genera l. They bel ieve th at they know
what is right and how to defea t th e gray. They believe with such co nv ictio n
that they end up telling everyone else (especially ot her Bears) th at they are
wrong, stupid, and part of the gray. There are two resu lts to this . O ne is
that Bears are solitary. 1wo is tha t man y of the people who listen, and try
to emulate the Bear Peop le, are chased in to the gray, beca use Bears lead
them to believe rhar there are only the Bear People and the gray. As very few
people are actua lly interested in being alone, they allow the gr:ly to swallow
the m instea d of find ing ot he rs.

For W itty Bear th is was a vindica tio n. Since the only peo ple who stop the
Great H ypn otism were in the gray the mo re people that he chased back to
the gray, the better our chances were of stopping the hyp notism , For W iny
the fight against the gray began by becoming part of the gray.
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ThedaythatRaccoonBoyfoundhimselfeverythingchanged.Nolonger

didheseethedifferentfacesofwhathehadlongsuffered.Everyone

aroundhimwasuniformlygray.Everythingwasbrighteratnightandeven

mundaneplacesshowedthemselvestobefilledwithsecretsandtreasure.

Hetriedtosingtofamilyandfriends,toshowthemthewayourofthegray
buttheywerenorinterested."Responsibility"wastheirrefrainandthiswas

whathelefrbehindashepuronhisRaccooncoatandleftthemforever.

"Youwillnotseemeagainuntilyoustopturningeveryrhingintoformula
androutine,Iwillnorgrindmyselftodeathwithhabit!"

InbecomingRaccoonBoyhedidn'tknowbutthathissongwasrhesong

thateveryRaccoonpersonmustfindiftheyaretofindthemselves.Solitary

andsocialtheRaccoonscometothesongandsingalong:discordantand

loudenoughtoscareawaythegray.

1H£RACCOONANDTH£RAIN

Likemanywhohavetakenonthecloakatanolderage,RaccoonCharming

Revengefeltasthoughhehadtobeextraloudtobeheardovertheraucous

laughterandsingingofhisfriends.Hedidn't,ofcourse:hisexcitingtales

ofescapefromthegraywerereasonenoughtolistentohisideasandplans

evenifyoudisagreedwiththem.

HetoldofhowhehadbeenhypnotizedbytheBeaverpeopleasayoung

boy.Howtheyconvincedhimthathappinesslayinthebuildingand



controllingofeverylittlething:controllingfoodandshelterandworking.
Howhewaslearninghowtobuildwhenthegraycapturedhim.Thebeavers
didnotlikethe�g�r�a�y�~but,withtearsintheireyes,letthegrayintocapture

CharmingRevengeforfearthatthegraywoulddestroyBeaverdamsand
waterways.IfthegrayhadnoticedtheBeaverprojectstheyprobablywould
havedestroyedthem.InsteadtheyjusttookCharmingRevenge.

TIlestoriesofhowthegraytreatpeopleinthenameofsamenesswere
horribleindeed.TIleywouldforcesolitudeandthecarryingofweights.
Theywouldberate,insultandinflictphysicalpunishment.Thegrayactually
wouldtrytobreaklivingpeoplefromtheirdreamsinordertomakethem
gray.Theywouldcallthiseducation.

Asweetboy,alittletoodistractedbythestarsinhiseyestonoticethe
groundbeneathhisfeet,CharmingRevengehadtoescapethegraywhenhe
tookonthecloakortheRaccoonpeople.WhenCharmingRevengefinally
gotawayandtookthecloakherefusedtoevertakeitoff.Hewouldwear

nothingbuthisRaccooncape.Hewouldnotevenacknowledgethecolor
gray,therewasonlyblack,brownanddirt.Overtimehebegantoshow
signsofwear.Otherswouldsay,"jumpintheriver,fillabasketwithwater,
orattheveryleastjumpintothesandybanksandsettledownthesmell!"
ButthiswouldnotdoforCharmingRevenge.LikemanyoftheRaccoon
peoplehestilllivedinthegray-weed-forestandwaslimitedbythewaythey
didthings."Iwillnothurtthewaterbyforcingitthroughthegray-creek­
that-runs-home.Iwouldratheroffendthegraysensibilitythanbowtothe
waythattheywouldforceustolive!"Thisquietedmostofhisfriends,but

satisfiedfewofthem.

SomeBeaverssaidtohim"Ifyoudo-notbendyourkneeyoucannotcome

intoourhomebecauseyouoffenduswithyoursmell."
Sohesatoutside.Itwouldrainandhewouldsay,"Eventherainiscorrupt

inagrayworld,filledwithgraywasteandtheirdeath-worship-life.Iwill
waituntiltheyaregoneandtherainiscleanenoughforme."

Stillhewaits.TIlewaterandtheairarenocleaner.
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